Audio Guide to The Manchester Museum 

Track One 

Hello and welcome to this audio guide for The Manchester Museum. 

There are twenty-one tracks on the guide which you can select to help you find your way around the Museum and to listen to descriptions of some of the objects you can touch in the galleries. You can select the tracks you want to hear.

This first track contains information about how to use the mp3 player available to borrow at the Museum.

You should have been given directions on using the player by the Museum staff when you came in. But if you wish to hear a reminder, please listen to this track now. If not, please skip onto the next track.

The Milestone 311 MP3 player has an ivory-coloured rectangular case with rounded sides and five white tactile buttons on the black front surface. Four of the five buttons are arranged in a diamond or a joystick pattern with the fifth single button in the middle of the diamond. Underneath this is a small loud speaker situated under some holes. The sixth single push button, the selector button, is along the top edge. 

Assuming that you have the player positioned with the five buttons facing you and the loud speaker holes nearest to you, the five main buttons are arranged as follows:

· At the top of the diamond, with the small round indent is the record button. This is not used by mp3 play back and you don’t need to worry about this one.
·  At the centre of the diamond is a button with a flat surface. This is the play and the pause button.

· On the left side embossed with the left arrow is the backward button.
· On the right position embossed with the right arrow is the forward button.

· The bottom button on the diamond embossed with a cross is the mode button.

· On the top left of the unit is the small black button which is the mode selector. The unit should have been given to you in mp3 mode, and when you begin by pressing “play”, the guide should begin on Track One.

If at any point it appears not to be on mp3 mode, use the selector button on the top to cycle through the options until you hear the indicator say “mp3 player”. Press “play”, that is the flat button and the audio guide should begin on Track One. If it doesn’t start on Track One, use the backward button to skip until you find the first Track. You can use the forward button to skip onto the next track when necessary. Press and hold the backward and the forward buttons to skip through the current track to a later or earlier point releasing when you wish to resume listening. To pause or play back, press the play button and press again to resume playback. To increase the volume on your mp3 player, press and hold the mode button at the bottom whilst using the backward or forward buttons to decrease and increase the volume respectively.
This is the end of Track One. On Track Two, you will find a list of contents so that you can select the Tracks as you wish.

Pause your mp3 player now until you are ready to listen to next Track.

Track Two

This track contains a list of contents so that you can select the tracks as you wish.

Track Three is about arriving at the Museum and finding your way around on the ground floor.

On Track Four, you will find details about what is on the first floor.

Track Five is about what is on the second floor and directions around this floor.

Track Six contains details about what is on the third floor.

Track Seven gives a description of the Ancient Egyptian columns in the foyer of the Museum.

Track Eight gives directions to Ancient Egypt Gallery.

Track Nine gives an overall description of the Ancient Egypt Gallery.

Tracks Ten to Seventeen give descriptions of some of the objects you can touch in the Ancient Egypt Gallery:

Track Ten contains a description of the statue of Sekhmet, the Lion Goddess. 

Track Eleven of the big black and white Egyptian vase, made from a mineral called diorite.

Track Twelve of a description of the kneeling figure.

Track Thirteen of the statue of Thoth, god of wisdom and writing, represented as a baboon.

Track Fourteen of the statue of the household god Bes.

Track Fifteen you will find information about Asru with a description of her body in the coffin and of the reconstruction of her head which you can also touch.
Track Sixteen is a description of the lotus bud column.

Track Seventeen gives directions of how to get from the Egypt Gallery to the Gallery of Pre-historic Life.

On Track Eighteen you will find a description of the fossilized tree trunk.

On Track Nineteen is a description of the Ichthyosaur skeleton.

On Track Twenty is a description of the cast of the skeleton of Stan the Tyrannosaurus Rex.

And on Track Twenty-one are directions from the Pre-historic Life Gallery to the Exit.

We hope you find this audio guide useful and interesting and would welcome any comments you have on how we could improve the service for the future. The guide has been written and read by Anne Hornsby of Mind's Eye with assistance from The Manchester Museum and Henshaws Society of Blind People and produced by Peter Rice.

Track Three 

Track Three is about arriving at the Museum and finding your way around on the ground floor. 

Welcome to The Manchester Museum - a place that captures the imagination! 

The Manchester Museum is a large building with fifteen galleries displaying objects from the four corners of the world and almost every period in History. It is spread over four floors linked by lifts, enclosed bridges and staircases. The entrance and foyer are part of a modern extension to the original 1888 and later 1920s building.

The galleries are mainly long rectangular rooms filled with display cases. There are some objects which are available to handle and there are columns and pillars to be avoided. This guide concentrates on the Ancient Egypt Gallery with some description of the Pre-historic Gallery on Tracks Seventeen to Twenty-one. 

The main entrance to the Museum is from the courtyard which is off Oxford Road. Oxford Road runs parallel to the Museum and you can hear the traffic in most of the galleries. This may help you to orientate yourself when you are in the Museum.

The other entrance is through the Café Muse which is also off Oxford Road. If you come in this way you will need to negotiate your way around the tables and chairs to reach the foyer so it's best to ask for help at the counter if you arrive this way. 

When you come into the Museum from the courtyard you need to pull the doors open towards you. Once through the double doors you will find yourself on a rubber mat before stepping onto a grey rug which reads Welcome and The Manchester Museum. 

To your left are the Egyptian columns which will be described on Track Seven. A few steps further in to the Museum and the shop is on your left whilst straight ahead of you if you keep walking on the dark grey granite flagstones is the Special Exhibitions Area where the exhibitions are changed regularly. The shop sells a range of merchandise related to the Museum including African musical instruments and djembe drums, jewellery, swords, toys, suits of armour, books, ceramics, glass and miniature sculptures.

To your right as you enter the Museum, are the brick columns which support the upper floors and the floor here is a light speckled grey, again in a hard and smooth stone. The floor makes the noise around you rebound. 

If you walk to the right between the first and second columns and head to your left you will find the Information Desk which is where you can collect your mp3 player if you want to borrow one, and also here you can find out about any handling tables which are currently available in the Museum. The staff will also give you details of any forthcoming events and current exhibitions. Large print What's on brochures and other Museum information are available here. 

If you were to stay in the light and spacious foyer then you would find display cases in the centre and on the left at the far end of the foyer, on the Oxford Road side of the building is a wide stone staircase which leads up to the first floor. It has a tubular handrail on either side. 

Close to the foot of the staircase but beyond it, towards Oxford Road, are plaster casts of two Anglo Saxon crosses, both around 15 feet or 4.5 metres high, one from Bewcastle in Cumbria and the other from Ruthwell in Dumfrieshire. The Ruthwell Cross on the left is a plain sculpted white whilst the Bewcastle cross has been painted in detail, in orange reds, brown, blue and gold, as it would have been originally, to show religious scenes. 

If you were to turn right at the end of the foyer with the staircase on your left then you would find the Discovery Centre where many of the organised Museum activities take place. 

On the courtyard side of the foyer, opposite the information desk are wide bench seats where you can listen to the rest of this track if you want to sit down. 

To go up to the exhibition floors, you will need to take the lift.

At the end of the Information Desk, take about three steps to your right and then if you turn to your left this will lead you through an opening into a small corridor where the lift is about eight steps to your right. A staircase to the left leads down to the Education Department in the basement and to toilets, whilst doors open on your left into the café. You will smell the freshly ground coffee served in Café Muse as you head for the lift. The button to call the lift is to the right a little below waist height. The controls are on the right as you come in, with raised numbers on the buttons. The lift is a speaking lift. If the lift stops and a door opens on your left as you got into the lift,  then this is leading to the staff area so don't get out! Get out of the lift through the same door as you came in.

This is the end of Track Three.

Track Four

Track Four is about finding your way around on the first floor with an overall description of what is on this floor.

Assuming that you take the lift by the café to the First Floor you will find, as you come out of the lift and turn to your left into the open entrance to the gallery, a large exhibition of Living Cultures. Opposite the lift are stairs leading up to floor two. The Living Cultures Gallery extends to the right in a rectangular shape and contains many display cases showing objects from all around the world. At the far end of this gallery is a section on Archery.
If you walk to your left at about ten o'clock, then on your left, on the Oxford Road side of the Museum, as you come through into the Living Cultures Gallery, you will pass the staircase coming up from the ground floor.  To the left of the staircase coming up from the ground floor, through a wood and glass door, is an accessible toilet. The taps have a lift action. Take care, the water may be hot!
Keep going past the staircase and you will arrive in the gallery with objects from Ancient Egypt.
This extends in front of you again in a rectangular shape. More detail on this gallery is found on the next few tracks.

As you come out of the Ancient Egypt Gallery, still keeping Oxford Road on your left, you will find yourself on a link bridge. At the end of the bridge there is a central pillar to be avoided. There is a lift on your left and also there is a staircase here.

Please note, using this lift you can access Floor 3, the small Mezzanine space and the parts of the basement and the ground floor which can not be accessed via the lift on the other side of the building. 
To the right behind a temporary exhibition space are quite heavy doors, which you push, leading to an accessible toilet. The taps have lift action tap and the water can be very hot!
If you continue straight ahead and then to your right you will find yourself in the Animal Life 1 Gallery, Mammals. The Animal Life Gallery is full of display cases showing a huge range of animals from around the world. These include a tiger, a polar bear and monkeys. On the left of the gallery is a skeleton of an Asian male elephant of which the tusks can be touched. Hanging overhead is a large skeleton of a sperm whale. 
To return to the entrance of the Museum from the Animal Life 1 gallery, make your way back through the Animal Life 1 gallery, over the link bridge, through the Ancient Egypt and Living Cultures galleries to the lift on the other side of the building and take the lift down to the ground floor.

The Pre-historic Life and Rocks and Minerals Gallery is also accessed via the First Floor. You will need to take the lift at the end of the link bridge down to the ground floor. Directions to this Gallery are given on Track Seventeen. 

This is the end of Track Four.

Track Five

Track Five is about finding your way around on the second floor with an overall description of what is on this floor.

If you were to take the lift from outside the café or from outside the Living Cultures gallery on Floor 1 up to the second floor you would turn left to go into the Money gallery. Opposite the lift are stairs going down to Floor 1. Off to the right in the Money gallery is the Kanaris Theatre, where lectures and talks are given. The floor of the Money Gallery is carpeted. 

If you continue through the Money Gallery, which is full of display cases showing different forms of currency, you find yourself in a narrow corridor where the floor is parquet. This is the Making Faces area with display cases on your right and bench seats on your left. Here we find various heads from the Mycenaean era and a display about Worsley Man, whose head was discovered in a swamp near Manchester. The police never did find the rest of his remains. The exhibition in the display case shows how his face has been re-constructed to give an impression of what he would have looked like. 

When you have walked through the corridor you will find yourself in the Mediterranean Archaeology Gallery which is rectangular in shape with a galleried open section in the centre, where a boat is suspended. This overlooks the Ancient Egypt gallery below. There is a parquet floor in the Mediterranean Archaeology Gallery and a wooden floor at the end of this gallery near the bridge and on the bridge. In addition to the wealth of items on display behind glass, there are objects that can be touched in this gallery. Please do ask a member of staff for details.
At the end of the Mediterranean Archaeology Gallery you will pass a staircase on your right and then cross the Link Bridge which leads you to the Vivarium. At the end of the bridge is a central pillar to be avoided. The lift is to the left as you come in to this section. 

In the Vivarium there are frogs, toads, lizards, snakes and water creatures in large aquariums. The aquariums are brightly lit. To reach the Animal Life 2 Gallery, birds and insects, you’ll need to find your way through the Vivarium, going to the right down a slight slope, then to the left. There is a dark grey vinyl floor in the Vivarium, a square of carpet just inside Animal Life 2 Gallery, and there are red tiles in the rest of Animal Life 2. The Animal Life 2 Gallery is above the Animal Life 1 Gallery and contains display cases of stuffed birds, skeletons and insects. In the centre is a galleried area where there is a sperm whale skeleton hanging from the ceiling.

This is the end of Track Five.

Track Six 

Track Six is about finding your way around on the third floor with an overall description of what is on this floor.

If you were to take the lift from outside Café Muse or from outside Living Cultures on Floor One, up to the second floor this is where the Special Projects area is found with toilets to the right.
 If you were to take the lift from the Pre-historic Life gallery, Mezzanine, space outside the Animal Life 1 gallery or Vivarium up to the third floor, you would come out into a temporary exhibition space. The floor in the temporary exhibition space is grey vinyl. To your left, through an archway, is the Resource Centre. Objects are available to handle and study in the Resource Centre by appointment – please ask staff for details. 
When coming out of the lift ahead and to the left, at the end of the exhibition space through a push door, is an accessible toilet. The taps have a lift action. Be careful, the water may be hot!
In the resource centre and nearby the picnic area, the floor is a light brown orange vinyl, and in the new Play + Learn area, it is a pink vinyl.
On the opposite side of the open well is a Picnic Area and a new family space called Play + Learn. At the end of Play + Learn, through an archway is the Life Lab, where hands-on science workshops take place. There is also a small greenhouse at the far end where there are lemon and orange trees growing. Play + Learn has sofas around the edges and is filled with tables and chairs that you will need to manoeuvre around. Take care of the edges of the brightly coloured rugs on the floor.
To get back to the ground floor, take the lift to Floor 1, go back through the Ancient Egypt and Living Cultures galleries and take the lift on that side of the building down to the ground floor. This is the end of Track Six.  
Track Seven
Track Seven gives a description of the ancient columns and stone block in the foyer of the Museum.
As you come into the Museum from the Courtyard Entrance, onto the rubber mat and then the light grey welcome mat turn to your left and take about 5 paces, keeping the modern grey pillars on your left. Between the glass windows of the front of the Museum on your left and the display windows of the shop on your right, you will find the remains of two ancient Egyptian columns and a large stone block ahead of you.

Ancient Egyptian tools - The Ancient Egyptian stone masons and sculptors achieved outstanding results using only simple tools. These included copper and bronze chisels and saws, wooden mallets, stone bowls for pounding and sand as an abrasive. Well-beaten copper and an abrasive would have produced a sufficient edge to work stone but it is remarkable how the masons were able to incise granite blocks and columns with precision to depict fine details and scenes and inscriptions. Copper was mainly obtained from mines in the Eastern Desert and Sinai and was also imported from Cyprus. There were copper-processing factories in Egypt where the ingots from the mines and the imported metals were transformed into tools and weapons. 

There is a Time Capsule from 2001 underneath the floor, just in front of the tools display.

Stone work - Large sculpted blocks and columns were an important feature of Egyptian temples. The massive columns were mostly placed in the forecourts and halls leading up to the shrine representing the trees and the plants that had once grown on the mythical “Island of Creation” which each temple symbolized.
The Egyptians believed that life had originated on this island. Granite was used for special features and sacred buildings such as these columns and wall blocks of temples. The partly preserved inscriptions on these sculptures refer to the temple rituals that were performed by the king for the gods who resided in the temples. The granite was quarried near Aswan which is over six hundreds miles south of these temple sites. The quarrying groups organised as crews and gangs, cut the stone from the bedrock. The initial stages of rough stone working was probably carried out at the quarries by relatively unskilled men, and then the pieces were transported on boats along the Nile to their final locations, where skilled sculptors added the final touches. The walls, ceilings and columns of temples were carved and painted in bright colours which have mostly since disappeared.
The first column you reach is very tall, about 20 feet/6 meters high. This is a red granite temple column showing Ramses II offering to the gods. It is inscribed with the names of King Ramses II and Meremptah. It is from Bubastis, in Egypt, dynasty 19, about 1320 to 1200 BC. If you stretch out and wrap your arms around the column, they will probably only reach about half way round, giving you an idea of how thick and solid the column is. The granite column has a flecked marble-like appearance in smooth black and orange stone. Within its surface are engravings which you can feel. There are Egyptian hieroglyphs, crescents and circles, kings and gods.

As you face the column coming in from outside you will find a tall figure on your left who wears a high hat and is dressed in a triangular skirt. You might be able to reach up to about the level of his raised arm. To the right of this man, on the same level, is a god like figure with an animal face again in a tall hat with a triangular skirt. These figures and the other designs are repeated on the other side of the column.

About three steps on from this first column is a section of another column, again with an engraved surface, which you are welcome to touch. This is part of the granite column from a temple, sculpted with religious scenes and inscriptions. It is possibly from the temple of Bubastis in Egypt, possibly dynasty 22, 945 to 730 BC. This one stands on a plinth about 3 feet tall and again the design features circles, triangles, eye shapes and a god with a pointed hat with a circular shape, like a bobble, on the end.

You will feel the shape of the ear which juts out slightly, and perhaps feel the necklace and the triangular skirt. This column is a dark grey in colour and looks rougher to the touch than it actually feels. 

Two steps on the left of the columns is a massive heavy granite block which also has engraved surfaces which you can explore. This is a block of granite sculpted with figures of the deities Bast and Horus. It is from the festival hall, temple of Bubastis, in Egypt, dynasty 22, 945 to 730 BC. 
The block is on a plinth and is about 5 feet across and four feet high. There are two figures lightly engraved on the front. 
This is the end of Track Seven.
Track eight

Track eight gives directions to the Ancient Egypt Gallery.

From the main entrance into the Museum negotiate your way around the brick pillars which are on your right. On the light grey flecked floor turn to your left. This is where the Information Desk is. At the end of the wooden Information Desk take about three steps towards Oxford Road and then turn left through an opening into a small corridor. There is a staircase which leads down on your left. Turn to your right. Take about eight steps to reach the lift. The button to call the lift is on the right, a little below waist height - there is a triangle pointing upwards and another pointing downwards. On your left is the entrance into Café Muse. 

Take the lift to the first floor. The lift is a speaking lift with the controls on your right as you step inside. There are raised buttons on the lift controls. 

When you come out of the lift turn to your left and go through an open door into the Living Cultures Gallery. The floor is carpeted. 

The Living Cultures Gallery is full of objects from around the world, mainly on display in glass cases. These include textiles and clothing, instruments, sculptures, religious items, masks, carvings, tools, pots and weapons. 

In a display case against the wall on your left are items from Ethiopia - bows and arrows, jewellery and tools. In another case at a right angle to the first, are items from Manchester, including a shopping trolley, football scarves, a mortar board and a can of Boddingtons beer.

As you stand at the entrance of the gallery, then ahead of you and slightly to your right is a large golden Buddha statue from Burmah. 

There is sometimes a handling table available in this area - check with the Information Desk before you come up to the first floor.

From the entrance to the gallery, walk slightly to the left, taking care as you pass the staircase which leads down to the foyer. There is a big window on the left and you will hear the traffic from Oxford Road driving past. 

On your right is another display case which contains African pots and sculptures. You will come to an open double doorway leading into the Ancient Egypt Gallery. Please be careful as there is a pillar right in the middle of the gallery about three steps in. The floor changes from carpet to parquet as you come into Ancient Egypt. 

This Ancient Egypt Gallery continues over two rooms. This first is quite dimly lit and full of display cases set out in a grid shape. There are display cases to your left and to your right and ahead of you behind the pillar as you come through the doorway. The walls in this gallery are a light cream colour. In the cases are items from Ancient Egyptian daily life. 

If you keep walking ahead you will come to the second Gallery which concerns death and the afterlife. There are large coffins and other items relating to death and the afterlife on display in glass cases. The walls in this gallery are dark in colour. 

This is the end of Track Eight.

Track Nine

Track Nine gives an overall description of the Ancient Egypt Gallery.

The first room relates to everyday life in Ancient Egypt. 

There are display cases to your left and to your right and ahead of you behind the pillar as you come through the doorway. You can walk to the left or to the right behind the display cases or go straight ahead with the display cases to your left and right. 

In the display cases which line the walls are vases, sculptures, inscribed stones, tools, textiles, cooking pots, jewellery, and metal work. 

On a plinth to the left past the first display case is a section of a pillar from Thebes, inscribed with the names of a king from 1400 years BC. It is in a dark grey stone, made up of three rounded inscribed sections showing hieroglyphs and birds. 

On a plinth to the right past the first display case is a Stela plate made out of Basalt rock which can also be touched.

Continue through to the second gallery where you will be confronted by a huge glass case containing the Tomb of the Two Brothers straight in front of you. The two outer coffin lids stand tall, at least 6 feet, almost 2 meters, facing us and directly ahead of us as we come into the death and the afterlife gallery. 

The coffins are painted in typical Egyptian style - showing the heads of the two men with Egyptian head-dresses, big dark eyes and a black beard on the coffin lid on the right and a blue beard on the coffin lid on the left. The body and feet areas are painted in broad bands of colour and patterns. 

The face of the figure on the left has a light brown skin; the figure on the right is painted a much darker brown. The figure on the left has a striped head-dress; the head-dress on the right is black... Both have painted curving lines around their chest as if to represent necklaces or Egyptian yokes. The body and feet cases are divided up into areas patterned and painted in a particular way. There is a central line of darker colour filled with gold hieroglyphs depicting birds, vases, tools and Egyptian people in detailed paintings. There are horizontal bands of gold between which are square patterns. We find birds, vases, tools and Egyptian people painted onto the surface in dull reds and oranges, greens and blues. 

Behind the two coffin lids are the two large coffins, big boxes, again painted with birds, eyes, figures and patterns in greens, oranges and reds. 

On top of the coffin on the left, lies a skeleton propped up on his elbows. He is all bone except for paper thin skin on his feet.
The other coffin has the lid lifted to show the other skeleton on his back. Both of the skulls still have teeth. On top of the second coffin are models of the sailing boat and a rowing boat to take the dead person to the afterlife. There are statuettes of the two brothers and their servants. Also in the display case, on the opposite side to the coffin lids are the boxes and pots which would have been put inside the tomb. A large painted box known as a canopic chest contains big stone jars. The jars have lids in 
the shape of Egyptian heads. These held the organs of the dead persons. 
Hanging up above the gallery is the replica of a trading boat. This is suspended in the centre of the Mediterranean Gallery which is above. 
If we had turned to the right on entering this gallery we would have found ourselves before a display case showing two child mummies, one in a gold casket, the other an emaciated figure wrapped in cloth. 

All around the Gallery in display cases are items relating to the afterlife, including amulets, statuettes and canopic jars, which contained the embalmed organs of mummified corpses.

On the right of the gallery, to the right of the case containing the tomb of The Two Brothers are two further large display cases in each of which are four mummies on display. The coffin lids stand tall at the back of the cases and the opened coffins show the bodies in their mummified state, wrapped in the bandages. Some of the mummies have golden caskets; others have painted plaster faces. 

In another case there are the painted faces of the deceased. 

This is the end of Track Nine.

Track Ten

On Track Ten is a description of Sekhmet, the lion goddess. 

Past the large glass cage showing the tomb of The Two Brothers, standing on a plinth on the right is the section of a statue. This is the head from a full length statue of a lioness showing Sekhmet, goddess of medicine and destruction, from around 1400 BC, made from black granite. 

The plinth is about 3 feet/one metre high. Find the square flat top of the plinth and then the chin of the lioness in the middle of the plinth towards the very bottom of the statue. Up from her chin you will find the engraved line of her mouth. Continue upwards to feel the broad flat nose, the sculpted wide spaced eyes and let your fingers travel out towards the ridged curve of the ears of the lioness. Between the ears is the flattered shape of the cobra. At the very top, you can feel the curve of the sun disc that sat on the top of her head. 
This is the end of Track Ten.
Track Eleven

Track Eleven is a description of the big black and white vase.

Opposite the lioness statue, on the Oxford Road side of the Gallery, then about two steps to the left, is a Black Diorite vase from the Pre-dynastic Period of 3200BC, found in Hierakonpolis.
The vase stands on a low plinth, about 1 foot high, 30cm and is about 3 feet/one metre in diameter.
Feel the sensuously smooth bowl shaped surface with handles on each side. Around the opening of the vase is a jagged rim. The surface of the vase is a mottled black and white. The vase is made from stone, not pottery and this explains the coolness when you touch. There is a flaw in the curve of the vase caused by a fault in the mineral. You can still feel it despite the sculptor’s attempts to smooth it out. 
This is the end of Track Eleven.
Track Twelve

Track twelve is a description of the kneeling figure.
A few steps along from the vase, past a glass display case is the remains of a statue of a kneeling figure. This dates from 590BC.

The statue is a golden brown colour and is slightly sparkly where the surface has worn away. It shows the lower half of a kneeling figure. It measures about 1 foot across by 2 feet deep (30 by 60cm).

If you feel the sides of the statue which faces in towards the centre of the gallery, you will find the worn away shapes of the arms and the hands and fingers. You will feel the curve of the thigh and the top of the leg down to the knee - the leg is pointing down away from Oxford Road. You can then find the lower legs and the feet and the toes. On the front of the block of stone is a carved figure of the cat goddess Bast.
This is the end of Track Twelve.

Track Thirteen

Track Thirteen is a description of the baboon, Thoth.

Opposite the kneeling figure and then about three steps to the left is another section of a statue which has the shape of a baboon's head and shoulders. 

Thoth was the god of wisdom and writing, also known as the Great Scribe. He was represented in animal form by a baboon and also an ibis. 

Standing on a plinth about 4 feet high, the statue is partly worn away particularly in the area where the face would be. Find the top of the statue, which is dark grey in colour and you will feel the ridged and curved shape of the baboon's head. Lower down is the worn away area of the face, then the curve of the shoulders and chest. The chest has inscribed sections, almost like leaves or shells covering its surface and right in the centre is an engraved pectoral showing a kneeling figure on the right and the god Thoth sited on the left. You can feel the circular sun disc on Thoth’s head. Below this inscribed section you will find the hands of the baboon and the fingers.
This is the end of Track Thirteen.
Track Fourteen

As you come towards the end of the gallery before you reach the link bridge which is a lighter area with natural light coming in through the windows on the right, another statue is found on a plinth to your left. 

The plinth is about 3 feet/1 metre high and standing here is a white stone statue of Bes. Made from grey veined marble, Bes comes from Egypt and is depicted as a grotesque dwarf. He is the god of dancing, music and marriage. 

Bes has the face of a lion with feathers around his head, part of which is worn away. You might be able to find his deep set circular eyes above and either side of a circular button nose. Under the nose seems to be a bow around his neck, above a naked body with arms, a rounded pot belly and little penis with feet at the bottom of the body. You might be able to make out the toes of the foot on the right. 
The is the end of Track Fourteen.
Track Fifteen

On Track 15 you will find information about Asru and a description of her body in the coffin and of her reconstructed head which you can also touch. 

Keep the statue of Bes on your right and turn to your right. You will come to a small side room, a bit like a chapel in a Church. This room contains display cases and a reconstruction of the head of Asru. 

At the end of the room are three display cases, two tall vertical cases which contain the outer and inner coffin lids and a horizontal case between the other two. In the central display case lying inside the lower inner and outer coffins, as if in a deep boat, is the emaciated unwrapped figure of Asru dating from around 825 BC. 

Her skin which is like shrunken leather is a dark brown colour. She has a bald head, a skull with a thin layer of skin and large eye sockets. Her ears and nose are still distinguishable with teeth still visible in her mouth. Her chest is sunk; her ribcage is clearly visible under her rust coloured skin. Her arms and arm bones are very thin - you could fit your finger and thumb around them easily. A cloth is folded over her pubic area and her hands lie resting on the cloth with finger nails still evident. Her legs and leg bones are very thin and a thin layer of skin covers her feet where her toes also have nails. 

In the case on the right is the inner part of the upper coffin lid, standing tall showing an Egyptian head and painted hieroglyphs depicting religious scenes, figures, animals, and patterns. This dates from around 700 BC. 

On the left is the larger, outer lid of the nest of coffins. This shows the full Egyptian figure with a long striped head-dress which reaches past the shoulders, the dark eyes, the ears at either side of the wide golden face. The shell like case for the body and feet is painted with broad bands of patterns and colours. Within these horizontal bands are hieroglyphs depicting figures and animals, boats and inscribed columns. 

To the left of the central display case, about three steps in front of Asru’s feet is a reconstructed head of Asru attached to the wall. You are welcome to touch this head. It is thought Asru died aged in her fifties. The reconstructed head is shaved with lines across the forehead and between the deep set eyes. She has a long nose and her top lip protrudes because of a pronounced over-bite, meaning that her top set of teeth come forwards over the lower set. Her skin is a golden brown colour. 
This is the end of Track Fifteen.
Track Sixteen

Track Sixteen is a description of the lotus bud column.

As you come out of the Gallery towards the lighter area of the link bridge which has open windows on the right, there is a staircase leading upwards on your right. Near the base of the staircase is a tall plinth with a section of a white limestone column. Around the top of the column are sculptures of lotus buds and flowers. There are four buds on each side of the top of this elegant stem like column.

This is the end of Track Sixteen. For directions to the pre-historic gallery please listen to Track Seventeen when you are ready.

Track Seventeen

Track Seventeen contains directions for how to get from the Ancient Egypt Gallery to the Gallery on Pre-historic life.

Come out of the Gallery onto the link bridge. There is a staircase on your right. Cross the bridge where the natural light comes in through the windows on your right. Oxford Road is on your left, beyond a small temporary exhibition space which runs the length of the bridge. There are springy metal round supports from floor to ceiling across the opening into this room.

Please take care to avoid a central column which is at the end of the link bridge. When you get to the end of the bridge the lift is on your left. Beyond the lift is a staircase. Ahead of you is the Animal Life 1 gallery, to the right of you is a temporary exhibition space. 

Call the lift - the button is on the left. 

Go down to the Ground Floor. The controls are on the left as you go into the lift. 

Come out of the lift and head left towards 10 O’clock. About 12 steps away are three steps leading up to the Pre-historic gallery on the left. You might like to ask for help at this point. There is a small shop about six steps in front of you so there will be a member of staff there. The hand rail is on the left for the three steps. Climb the steps to get to the Rocks and Minerals gallery. Turn to your left to go into the Pre-historic Life gallery This is a large, long gallery, full of display cases with dark wooden frames. The walls of the gallery are white. The floor here is speckled granite. The cases contain fossils and bones. 

There are pillars at intervals to either side of the gallery which have wooden bench seats attached to them. Go past the first two columns and turn to your left. Keep the display cases on your left. 

This is the end of Track Seventeen. When you are ready, listen to the description of the giant fossilized trunk on Track Eighteen. 

Track Eighteen

Track Eighteen is a description of the giant fossilized tree trunk.

Keep the display cases on your left and head towards Oxford Road. When you can go no further you will have reached a giant fossilized tree trunk which looks as if it is growing out of the window sill.
The trunk is about 12 feet /over 2 metres high and dark grey. It feels quite cold to the touch. Reach out your arms and you will probably be able to extend them around the trunk. You will feel the lumpy surface with ridges in places. It looks rather like the leg of a large elephant. 

Turn round so that your back is to Oxford Road. You will feel a hand-rail on your left. On the other side of the handrail is an open area filled with the fossilized extensive roots of a tree. If you were to follow the enclosure of the tree roots round and up to the next window on your left there you would find another section of fossil forest on the sill. 

From the first fossilized trunk, walk straight ahead, across the gallery to the windows on the opposite side and when you are ready you can listen to the description of the skeleton on Track Nineteen. 

Track Nineteen

Track Nineteen is a description of the Ichthyosaur skeleton.

Reach up to a height of about four feet with your left hand, as you face the window. You will find the tail end of the fossilized skeleton of an Ichthyosaur, a prehistoric marine reptile. The skeleton is pointing away from you at a right angle running alongside the gallery wall. You will feel the hard rock-like surface to either side of the vertebrae and the spine of the creature. The skeleton is about 7 metres or 25 feet long. 

The head of the Ichthyosaur is within a glass case. It has a long nose and mouth rather like a crocodile and dozens of sharp teeth. 

Turn back and walk towards the centre of the gallery. Between the third and the fourth pillars along, standing above our heads is the skeleton of a Tyrannosaurus Rex, named Stan after the man who discovered him.
This is the end of Track Nineteen. For a description of Stan, listen to Track Twenty when you are ready.

Track Twenty

Track Twenty is a description of the skeleton of Stan the Tyrannosaurus Rex.

Stan is a cast of the real skeleton, which was found in the USA. He is displayed in running pose. 

The T.rex is similar to a large lizard which walks on its two back feet and which has smaller front legs or arms with two finger like protrusions. 

If we were to walk the full length of Stan as he stands up above us in the gallery he would be approximately 18 steps long. This huge lengthy skeleton has an incredibly long backbone and tail. Its tail is almost as long as its body. The backbone is relatively thin, about 2 feet in diameter, with the blades of the vertebra protruding both up and downwards. The tail comes to an eventual point. 

Stan's large feet are in running posture, one down as if on the ground and the other raised. On each foot are three giant toes. They are at least a foot long with talon like pointed claws. 

The dinosaur has 11 ribs each side of a small breast bone and he has small short arms. His head is large, about four feet / over a metre across and four feet deep with giant teeth. 

On the floor level under the front of the suspended dinosaur skeleton is a display table with a reproduction tooth attached that you can touch. The information says that the teeth of the dinosaur kept growing throughout its life, so that new teeth would just push the old ones out as they grew. 

This is the end of Track Twenty. For directions on how to find your way out of the Museum please listen to Track Twenty one when you are ready. 

Track Twenty-one

On Track Twenty-one are directions from the Pre-historic Life Gallery to the Exit.

Re-trace your steps to the entrance of the Gallery. Bear to your right and find the three steps down. Please take great care. Continue towards the lift, about 10 o’clock. The lift button is to the left. 

Take the lift to the first floor. 

When you come out of the lift, take about five steps forward and then turn to your right being careful to avoid the central pillar at the start of the link bridge. 

Walk back through the Egyptian galleries taking care to avoid the central display cases. Walk back through the Living Cultures Gallery with the staircase on your right and make your way back to the lift. When you come out of the lift on the ground floor walk forwards until you reach the opening into the foyer. Turn to your right and the Information Desk will be ahead of you. 
This is the end of Track Twenty One. Please return the mp3 player if you have borrowed one to the Information Desk on your way out. 

If you have any comments about your visit or the audio guide do please pass them on.

Thank you for listening and we look forward to welcoming you to The Manchester Museum again soon.
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